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pect of success. The employers say that they 
have been pushed to the wall and ean yield no 
more. In proof of their position, they givesome 
weighty facts and figures. Chicago boot end . 
shoe jobbers ought to be out-of all danger from | : 
Eastern competition. Their market is iarge, 
and yet easily reached ; their reputation fs high ; 
this city is the great centre of the trade in hides,.| ¥ 
and our tanneries not only supply.the home de- | 

mand but send their wares to the Bast. Despite | ite pre 
these advantages, our boot and shoe jobbers are 
exposed to a keen rivalry, which. grows Sharper 
every year, and forces them to" sell) the 
pt little: more. than - cost, dm onder to! 
keep their customers. A cave of boots that gold ; 
last year for $48 brings but $45 now. “The <if- | 
ference comés wholly out of the pockets of the 
ours, because, and only because, they get labor 
ef much lower rates. At Worcester, Masa, 
where the same gradea of *‘stoga” boots ‘are | 
nish their own shop-room, nails, pegs, et¢., 90 
that they clear not more than $3 a case. 

they are offered $4.50, besides room, nails, etc., 
when the same grade of goods sold for from §8 
to $10 per cise more than they do nov. 
The employers sty that it & aimply im- 
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then undersell the latter. The cost of living is 
not much greater in Chicago than it iain Worces- | 
ter. If the wages paid to Worcester Crispins gre | 
fair, those demanded by Chicago Crispins are ex- 
tortionate, If the Jatter perrist in their strike, 4. 
the shops must be closed. A year ago, when the 
men struck, the employers said: “If we are |. 
forced to grant your demand, we shall have to |. 
cut down production one-half; take your chaice | 
between full production at the old rates and half 
production sé the new.” The men chose the Iat- | 
more in Eastern goods than in those of Shel | high ond 
own make, Their salesmen are‘ ordered to‘al- | * 
‘ways dispose of the first, when possible, in pref- 
erence to the second. A further sdvance now in | 
eoat of Inbar would make the production nil. 
and men which has done most to excite popular 
sympathy for’ the latter is the demand by.tbe | 
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to explaiiéd, a strike ‘against one employer is | ; 
really a strike against all, and the men employed | 
by one manufacturer have ho more right $6 si¢ | 
their fellows nominally against another, but | 
really against himself, than a clerk would have ¢ 
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forféited to the State for non-payment ‘of taxes, 
' ‘The courts afford little secufity to persons 

Wronged by the Government, not only 
. 20 suit can be brought to test the legality of » 
tex till after the tax is paid, but because 
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